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person, and I want to acknowledge his
accomplishments and efforts as he re-
tires on November 1, 2007 after over 40
years of public service. I am proud to
have had the opportunity to work with
him closely as Deputy Garrison Com-
mander of Fort Bragg and am honored
to call him my friend.

A native of New York, New York,
who grew up in rural Georgia, Gary
Knight was assigned to Garrison Com-
mand as the Deputy Garrison Com-
mander in 1998, where he continues to
serve today.

Gary’s personal commitment to sup-
porting our soldiers, Army civilians
and families in the Fort Bragg commu-
nity cannot be underestimated. As
Deputy Garrison Commander at Fort
Bragg, Gary Knight runs the day-to-
day operations of the largest military
installation in the world. Through his
efforts and exceptional performance in
support of the Army’s finest
warfighters, he has forged the Epi-
center of the Universe into a more effi-
cient Army installation, which is play-
ing a central role in the global war
against terrorists.

Gary Knight is a veteran of the
United States Air Force. His many
awards include selection as the 1989
Fort Bragg Executive of the Year, the
Meritorious Civilian Service Award,
the Superior Civilian Service Award,
the Commanders Award for Civilian
Service, and the Achievement Medal
For Civilian Service.

Mr. Knight and his wonderful wife,
Diana, an Army veteran and career
Civil Servicemember, have four chil-
dren, Gary, Bobby, Stacey and Melissa,
and four grandchildren, Lindsey, Trey,
Diana and Madiline.

Madam Speaker, I wish Gary Knight
the best on his upcoming retirement
and thank him for all he has done for
our soldiers and this great Nation.

———

CHIP PROGRAM IS COST
EFFECTIVE

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, President Bush rejected the wishes
of the American people, 68 Senators, 43
Governors, and 265 Members of this
body when he vetoed the children’s
health bill.

The reason that so many Democrats
and Republicans support the CHIP Re-
authorization Act is that it is con-
sensus legislation that was crafted in a
bipartisan fashion.

Over the last 10 years, the children’s
health program has proven to be a pop-
ular and successful program, with 6
million children currently receiving
quality private health care. It costs
less than $3.50 per day to cover a child
through the CHIP program. Insuring
kids is also cost effective for taxpayers
who end up picking up the tab for indi-
gent care in emergency rooms, the
most expensive way to care for a
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child’s health. A child is also more
likely to succeed in education and life
if they have access to health care at an
early age, and it certainly benefits our
Nation in the long run.

Madam Speaker, I would hope more
of my Republican colleagues would
work together to recognize the success
story of CHIP, and would join us today
in overriding the President’s veto. We
need to ensure that more children have
access to quality health care.

——
HEALTHY HOSPITALS ACT

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, yesterday’s headlines
stated that more people will die from
MRSA infections than die from AIDS,
but that’s just the beginning of the
story, for actually some 90,000 people
will likely die this year from an infec-
tion they pick up in a hospital or re-
ceiving health care. Tragic news. We
also hear about students in school who
have died from MRSA infections. But
the point is hospitals are taking ac-
tions to reduce its infection rates, and
yet Congress is not doing anything to
help address this issue.

We can do something about it by
passing legislation I've introduced,
H.R. 1174, the Healthy Hospitals Act.
My legislation would require hospitals
to report infection rates. After all, peo-
ple can find out if their airline is on
time; why not be able to find out if
your hospital is infection free. Nine-
teen States currently require report-
ing, and several other States are con-
sidering legislation. Medicare earlier
this summer began denying hospitals
reimbursement for hospital-related in-
fections.

It is long overdue that Congress act.
Let’s standardize hospital reporting
practices and fight hospital-related in-
fections. I ask my colleagues to please
cosponsor the Healthy Hospitals Act.

———

OVERRIDE SCHIP VETO

(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Good morning, Madam
Speaker.

Today, the House will vote to over-
ride the President’s veto of the SCHIP
bill.

At the beginning of this debate some
months ago, I said that if America is
the greatest country in the world, then
we ought to guarantee that all of our
children have health insurance. Great-
ness is not measured by the size of our
military industrial complex. Greatness
is measured by whether we can provide
health insurance for 10 million Amer-
ican children.

Now, the President has said no, but
according to all the polls, the Amer-
ican people say yes. Majorities in both
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Houses have said yes. Governors have
said yes. Private charities have said
yes, that we ought to provide health
insurance for children in America.

This is not a matter of a market fix.
Small businesses cannot afford to pro-
vide health insurance. Working fami-
lies, many of them, cannot afford to
buy health insurance on the private
market.

In addition, this bill provides a guar-
antee of dental coverage, because in
America, the greatest country, chil-
dren should not die because they don’t
have dental coverage. The bill provides
dental coverage and mental health cov-
erage. It’s simple: We’re the greatest
country. We ought to provide health
insurance for all our children.

——————

NATIONAL SAVE FOR
RETIREMENT WEEK

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, October 21 through October 27
will be National Save for Retirement
Week. I hope folks take a few moments
next week to look at their personal
savings to see what more they can do
to save for retirement. Saving for re-
tirement can be an overwhelming task
if left to the last minute. Just like
most things in life, if you fail to plan,
you plan to fail. Retirement doesn’t
have to be that way. You can choose to
save.

To learn retirement planning tips
and to complete a ballpark estimate on
how much it will cost you to live in re-
tirement, go to the Web site
choosetosave.org. It’s time for you to
start planning your future retirement
today. Do it now.

———

HOUSE REPUBLICANS SHOULD
JOIN US IN OVERRIDING THE
PRESIDENT’S CHIP VETO

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, 10
years ago, the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program was created in a strong
bipartisan fashion to ensure more low-
income children have access to quality
health care. Today, thanks to CHIP, 6
million children who would otherwise
be uninsured can see the doctor of their
family’s choice any time they want.

For the first 8 years of the CHIP pro-
gram, the number of uninsured chil-
dren fell significantly, but that
changed 2 years ago, and the trend con-
tinued last year when 700,000 more chil-
dren joined the ranks of the uninsured.
That was simply unacceptable to many
of us here in Congress, and that’s why
we crafted a final bipartisan agreement
that not only continues to provide
health care access to 6 million kids
who are already in the program, but
also to 4 million others who are also el-
igible for CHIP. If the President had
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